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Dear Parents: 

 

Our fourth and final book discussion of the year will be held on Thursday, April 20
th

 at the library in the 

Hauppauge Middle School from 5:45 until 7:00 pm.  

 

Students are asked to select one book to read prior to the Book Chat on April 20
th

.  A summary of each text 

that has been chosen for the Book Chat can be found on the reverse side of this letter to guide students in 

making their selection. All participants will be responsible for obtaining their own books.  

 

The “Book Chat” can be attended by any student within our district and one relative who would like to share 

this experience. While adult participation is an option, it is certainly not mandatory. Any student may select a 

book and attend the discussion on his/her own since each chat will be a chaperoned event. 

  

Teachers, administrators, and staff members will be volunteering to serve as facilitators of the discussions and 

will create topics and questions to be addressed during the “Book Chat.” Additional comments and questions 

are encouraged from participants to generate a dynamic conversation. Students are invited to bring a snack for 

themselves to create a cordial environment and prepare for the hour-long discussion.  

 

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 761-8313. I am certain that the 

conversations will prove to be a wonderful addition to this learning community. 

 

Respectfully, 
 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D.  

 

Christopher J. Michael, Ed.D. 

Director of English Language Arts 

 

 

 

 

 

Please complete the form attached to this letter and return it to your child’s English teacher by 

Monday, April 17
th

. 

 

 



 

______I am interested in joining my child for the “Book Chat” on April 20
th

.  

 

______My child is interested in joining the “Book Chat” by him/herself. 

 

Please check off your book selection: 
 

Flygirl - ____                            Space Case - ____                           No Better Friend - ____ 

   
             

Student’s Name_____________________         Parent’s Name____________________ 

 

English Teacher_____________________         Phone Contact____________________ 

 
 

Flygirl by Sherri L. Smith 

Ida Mae Jones dreams of flight. Her daddy was a pilot and being black didn’t stop him from 

fulfilling his dreams. But her daddy’s gone now, and being a woman, and being black, are two 

strikes against her.  

When America enters the war with Germany and Japan, the Army creates the WASP, the 

Women’s Airforce Service Pilots—and Ida suddenly sees a way to fly as well as do something 

significant to help her brother stationed in the Pacific. But even the WASP won’t accept her as 

a black woman, forcing Ida Mae to make a difficult choice of “passing,” of pretending to be 

white to be accepted into the program. Hiding one’s racial heritage, denying one’s family, 

denying one’s self is a heavy burden. And while Ida Mae chases her dream, she must also 

decide who it is she really wants to be. 
 

Space Case by Stuart Gibbs 

Like his fellow lunarnauts—otherwise known as Moonies—living on Moon Base Alpha, 

twelve-year-old Dashiell Gibson is famous the world over for being one of the first humans to 

live on the moon. 

And he's bored out of his mind. Kids aren't allowed on the lunar surface, meaning they're 

trapped inside the tiny moon base with next to nothing to occupy their time—and the only other 

kid Dash's age spends all his time hooked into virtual reality games. 

Then Moon Base Alpha's top scientist turns up dead. Dash senses there's foul play afoot, but no 

one believes him. Everyone agrees Dr. Holtz went onto the lunar surface without his helmet 

properly affixed, simple as that. But Dr. Holtz was on the verge of an important new discovery, 

Dash finds out, and it's a secret that could change everything for the Moonies—a secret someone just might kill 

to keep... 
 

No Better Friend (Young Reader’s Edition) by Robert Weintraub 
Tells the remarkable story of Royal Air Force technician Frank Williams and Judy, a purebred 

pointer, who met in an internment camp during WWII. Judy was a fiercely loyal animal who 

sensed danger and instinctively mistrusted anyone in enemy uniform. Their relationship 

deepened throughout their imprisonment. The prisoners suffered severe beatings which Judy 

would interrupt with her barking. The dog became a beacon for the men, who saw in her 

survival a flicker of hope for their own. Judy was the war's only canine POW, and when she 

passed away in 1950, she was buried in her Air Force jacket. Williams would never own another 

dog. Their story--of an unbreakable bond forged in the worst circumstance--is one of the great 

undiscovered sagas of World War II 

 


